states, the book provides little insight into whether policy intervention actually works to change this reality; corporatist capital economies, it seems, are destined to deliver incremental innovation, while their more marketdriven counterparts are stuck with constant flux caused by disruptive technologies.
The study itself is rich in quantitative analysis, using a series of regression outputs to measure the impact of innovation on information sharing, equality and volatility of output. The result is that it adds much to the literature of political economy, even if the conclusion -that ephemeral factors such as 'trust' determine innovation type -is a little peculiar given the focus on numerical approaches. Nonetheless, the ease with which quantitative methods are applied is to be welcomed, and should serve as a benchmark for other social scientists; it is rare enough for one regression table to appear in a study; the nine different analyses offered in this book indicate an academic at absolute ease with their craft.
The benefits delivered by the study to the world of political economy, however, do not totally mitigate the frustrating omissions that at times overshadow the more interesting outcomes of the investigation. There is, for example, no examination of the innovative capacity of nations beyond that delivered by firms, meaning that statesponsored novelties are not measured at all. This approach is fine when applied to corporatist environments where public and private sector actors work closely together to bring governmentfunded innovation to bear in market settings. It does not, however, work so well in more marketdriven situations where such collaborations can be nonexistent, meaning that outputs by some of the world's most wellknown research institutions -universities, charities and research foundations funded by philanthropists -are not included in the datasets. There are few better examples of this in the book than the preference for registered patents over alternative detrimental to the study as an academic exercise. Indeed, it is a measure of the author's dedication to method and subject that 
